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An EPA Government Wide Acquisition Contract
	According to the OPM, there are 1.8 million employees in the Federal Government, a majority of whom have a personal computer.  Given a three-year life cycle, the Government discards approximately 10,000 computers each week.

· Electronic equipment contains hazardous substances such as lead (6 lbs./computer monitor), mercury, chromium, cadmium, and beryllium.  All of this equipment contains components that can be recycled, reclaimed, and/or reused in the current marketplace. 
· Historically, agencies have followed the Federal Property Management Regulation (FPMR) when disposing of excess electronics equipment, which contains minimal provisions for recycling.  The only exception is Executive Order 12999, which allows donations to schools and other charitable organizations.  

· In almost all cases, electronic equipment’s final destination is landfill abandonment, either domestically or abroad, allowing tons of hazardous substances to enter the waste stream every day.



EPA considers the operation of an electronic recycling Government-Wide Acquisition Contract (GWAC) to be a key aspect of our Agency’s original organizing statute.  A GWAC will provide federal agencies a vehicle for disposing of electronic equipment in an environmentally responsible manner.
· EPA and the Office of the Federal Environmental Executive (OFEE) recently established a Federal Electronics Challenge (FEC) workgroup to promote partnerships throughout the Federal sector to address the expected avalanche of obsolete electronic equipment being generated throughout government as well as prevention strategies for the future.

· Recycling electronic components is critical to EPA’s core mission of Protecting Human Health, Safety and the Natural Environment and supports EPA’s Strategic Goal #4:  Preventing Pollution and Reducing Risk in Communities, Homes, Workplaces and Ecosystems.

· A government wide recycling contract will help federal agencies meet requirements of Executive Order 13101, “Greening the Government through Waste Prevention, Recycling, and Acquisition.”  

EPA will establish fixed rate, indefinite delivery/indefinite quantity, performance based contracts with multiple contractors for READ services.  The contracts will provide for refurbishment/ reconfiguration/ reclamation of electronic equipment, logistical assistance, dismantling, recovery and/or disposal/recycling, and inventory reconciliation for reporting purposes.
· A revenue-sharing GWAC will reduce duplication of costs among federal users, stimulate the growth of recycling electronic waste, and fulfill EPA’s needs as well as the needs of other federal entities whose warehouses have become overcrowded with obsolete electronic equipment. 

· An informal EPA survey of over 30 federal agencies/bureaus/departments, including GSA, revealed frustrations with the level of recycling in the current electronic waste disposal process.  A majority of those surveyed have expressed a sincere interest in utilizing an EPA GWAC for electronics recycling. 

· A “sources sought” Federal Business Opportunities (Fedbizopps) announcement resulted in over 140 responses from capable recycling firms that have not, to date, been utilized by the Federal sector.  

